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Dr. Lindsay M. Chervinsky is a historian of the presidency, 
political culture, and U.S. government institutions. She is 
Nonresident Senior Fellow at the Center for Presidential 
History at Southern Methodist University. She also teaches on 
the American Presidency at the School of Media and Public 
Affairs at George Washington University. Previously, she was 
a historian at the White House Historical Association and a 
fellow at the Kluge Center at the Library of Congress. She 
received her B.A. in history and political science from George 
Washington University and completed her master’s and Ph.D. 
from the University of California, Davis. Dr. Chervinsky is the 
author of the award-winning book The Cabinet: George 
Washington and the Creation of an American Institution (Belknap 
/ Harvard University Press, 2020) and co-editor of Mourning 
the Presidents: Loss and Legacy in American Culture  (University of Virginia Press, 2023). Her third book, 
Making the Presidency: John Adams and the Precedents that Forged the Republic, will be published by 
Oxford University Press on September 5, 2024. 
 
Dr. Chervinsky regularly writes for public audiences in publications like the Washington Post, TIME, 
USA Today, CNN.com, The Wall Street Journal, Washington Monthly, The Daily Beast, and many others. 
She frequently provides political commentary and historical context on current events for outlets like 
CBS News, CNN, The BBC, Associated Press, Washington Post, New York Times, and CBC News. 
 
A presidential historian whose work Ron Chernow (Washington: A Life) has called “cogent, lucid, and 
concise,” Dr. Chervinsky has appeared on C-SPAN numerous time and appeared on Face the Nation, 
CBC Newsroom, and MSNBC to discuss Donald Trump’s indictment. She also writes criticism, with 
recent pieces published in the Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles Review of Books, The National Book Review, 
and the Financial Times. When Biden tried to cancel student debt and faced pushback, Dr. Chervinsky 
was invited to appear on CBS News to offer her opinion on the balance of power in the US, and how 
it has changed from what the Founding Fathers initially intended it to look like.   
 
Last August, when NBC News asked Dr. Chervinsky what it’s like being a presidential historian living 
through an unprecedented, historic moment, she said, “Like those that have come before us, we know 
history when we see it, we just don’t know how it will turn out yet.” 
 

https://bit.ly/3j7zhhZ
https://bit.ly/3j7zhhZ
http://bit.ly/3ZxjOgd
http://bit.ly/3ZxjOgd
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/making-the-presidency-9780197653845?q=making%20the%20presid
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/9/c0153ecd9620b1e02870b3d7acec02c184f553a526b9de6c3123f11728347294
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/10/d54e44b2a25fe7d674d040198192e9092990e79dc95bfa614d32872b4da6ae3a
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/11/eaa686ab03b3f634129284eb3fcffccbb4ab13e7f069e129d25edde636f0b4c4
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/12/599aaaf9902e1a771724d923c0fed8f050f9aeb2525037e6950771fa9ea0ce63
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/13/bd37d081d66e33ddf420b7652a1fc8ba6150e1324534758c4829f7d86c9d76af
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/14/7da8fff2ce2b4165a9ba81db4877e3dd4e92dc0ace76b123ff01f6a0348f2c2c
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/15/ee10002fda7b1a5f5c45732265073440035f9fa42c82654a576703bb4f1386e8
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/student-loan-supreme-court-case-raises-debate-over-founders-intentions-for-the-president/
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/17/f649d0263a1006def5cb4e3e7005303b78c93782443757151a64e5cc88e8418e
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/18/40eba7f0ef8e64518b270257b414fb4d6d9c41f9ae9350dfc2f3547e523d00d7
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/19/cd3a73cbda576dfd52eb0895783e89eaecfe40e68db807481c785750c4f67631
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/20/c3364ea199f7d9f6cfbe2458df73aaf74db5c03c4ba87e09442c45cf8695602e
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/21/bad395d27162d00bbc43240013f792305dc4842013411491dcc6c0cd768b49cc
https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/279/ax9nyxos14m96hkw1fq68zecp/22/5d4a6b26672ec6ed80ff4a66d7a59c2a81179c6b0706038117d37e853bbf64f5
https://www.c-span.org/video/?533596-3/lindsay-chervinsky-significance-presidents-day
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/donald-trump-charged-unprecedented-situation-presidential-historians-face-the-nation/
https://cbchls.akamaized.net/delivery/news/2023/08/25/ct-chervinsky-invu-250823-20-02-50/ct-chervinsky-invu-250823_5000kbps.mp4
https://twitter.com/JDBalartMSNBC/status/1695131733824262322?t=p4WAhH0dBNLwaH-StbZUCw&s=19
https://www.wsj.com/articles/crooked-book-review-how-teapot-dome-boiled-over-1706e4e2
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/a-host-of-demands-on-katie-rogerss-american-woman/
https://www.thenationalbookreview.com/features/2023/10/1/review-seeing-abraham-lincoln-through-the-eyes-of-others
https://www.ft.com/content/6cdd0ee2-aeec-4a6c-a1ee-476310c8b538
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/student-loan-supreme-court-case-raises-debate-over-founders-intentions-for-the-president/
https://twitter.com/lmchervinsky/status/1691415917194776576


You can learn more about Lindsay and Making the Presidency on her website as well as view clips of 
Lindsay speaking here. You can also follow her on Twitter at @lmchervinsky. 
 

ABOUT MAKING THE PRESIDENCY 
 

The United States of 1797 faced enormous challenges, provoked by enemies 
foreign and domestic. The father of the new nation, George Washington, left 
his vice president, John Adams, with relatively little guidance and impossible 
expectations to meet. Adams was confronted with intense partisan divides, 
debates over citizenship, fears of political violence, potential for foreign 
conflict with France and Britain, and a nation unsure that the presidency 
could even work without Washington at the helm. 
 
Making the Presidency is an authoritative exploration of the second US 
presidency, a period critical to the survival of the American republic. 
Through meticulous research and engaging prose, Lindsay Chervinsky 

illustrates the unique challenges faced by Adams and shows how he shaped the office for his 
successors. One of the most qualified presidents in American history, he had been a legislator, 
political theorist, diplomat, minister, and vice president—but he had never held an executive 
position. Instead, the quixotic and stubborn Adams would rely on his ideas about executive power, 
the Constitution, politics, and his wife Abigail to navigate the hurdles of the position. He defended 
the presidency from his own often obstructionist cabinet, protected the nation from foreign attacks, 
and forged trust and dedication to election integrity and the peaceful transfer of power between 
parties, even though it cost him his political future. 
 
Offering a portrait of one of the most fascinating and influential periods in US history, Making the 
Presidency is a must-read for anyone interested in the evolution of the presidency, the peaceful 
transfer of power and the creation of political norms and customs at the heart of the American 
republic. 
 
TO BE IN TOUCH WITH LINDSAY: 
Contact Sarah Russo: sarah@page1m.com | (917) 627-5993 
Contact Isabella Nugent: isabella@page1m.com  
 
THEMES AND IDEAS THAT LINDSAY CHERVINSKY CAN DISCUSS: 

• Impeachment in history, as well as current methods, norms, and protocols 
• The purpose of impeachment and its use in this current political moment  
• The striking similarities between the era of John Adams’s presidency and today 
• Presidential transitions, from the first (Washington to Adams) to the present 
• The history and norms of government institutions and how they come to bear on the present 

 
A FEW QUESTIONS FOR LINDSAY CHERVINSKY: 
Q: Why does John Adams’s legacy matter? As we go into this upcoming election, what can he teach us 
about honesty and integrity in the election process? 
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Q: Many are feeling lost and confused about this upcoming election. What are your predictions for this 
fall? Regardless of the outcome, what do you believe the elected president must do to weather the storm 
of COVID and the war in the Middle East, along with ensuring a peaceful transfer of power? 
 
Q: As you conducted your research into John Adams’s legacy, what information surprised you the most? 
Was there anything that felt particularly resonant with the times we’re living through today? What do 
you hope people learn from Adams’s life?  
 
Q: What has been the significance of Trump’s indictment in this upcoming election cycle? Regardless of 
the outcome of the election, what lasting impact will it have on our country’s history?  
 
Q: The Trump administration’s barrage of violations of government norms led to one of the most chaotic 
administrations in presidential history. If Trump is re-elected this fall, do you have concerns about four 
more years of this type of administration and can you advise us on what the long-term impacts might be 
to the Constitution if these types of norms continue to be under attack and disfunction becomes 
normalized? 
 
I’m deeply concerned about the future of our democracy with four more years of the Trump 
administration. President Trump has shown that he is willing to break every norm, custom, and law with 
impunity knowing that he can’t be charged with a crime while in office. There is no reason to think his 
behavior would be tempered in a second term. The guardrails put in place to protect against violations 
require Congress and the Department of Justice to act in good faith and they have mostly failed. The 
Department of Justice won’t hold the administration accountable or push back on inappropriate, partisan 
demands. While Republicans hold the majority in the Senate, there is little Congress can do to effectively 
push back against the president as Majority Leader Mitch McConnell won’t allow any of these measures 
to be considered on the Senate floor. The states have a bit more authority and flexibility to resist federal 
action, but their powers only extend to their borders. For example, California can’t do much to protect the 
American troops serving in Afghanistan with bounties on their head. If the federal government won’t 
demand that Russia stops paying the Taliban to kill U.S. soldiers, the states are pretty stuck. 
 
 
 


